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What is Glyptotendipes foliicola Kieffer, 1918 
(Diptera, Chironomidae)? 

Von Mauri HIRVENOJA 


Abstract 

The taxonomic status of Glyptotendipes niveipennis Zett. var. foliicola Kieffer, (1918) 
(Diptera, Chironomidae) has been discussed and stated as a nomen dubium. 

Kieffer (1918: 95) described Glyptotendipes niveipennis Zett. var. foliicola from the 
specimens which were collected by Dr. W. Horn from Ignalino in Lithuania or from a 
hospital ship at the eastern front during the First World War. 

The name foliicola Kieff. appears after the original description by Goetghebuer 
(1921: 143) as a variety of Chironomus niveipennis Zett. Later he (Goetghebuer 1928: 
37-42) used the name more correctly as a variety of Glyptotendipes niveipennis 
(Fabr.), because Zetterstedt (1850: 3567 — 3568) had only redescribed Chironomus ni¬ 
veipennis Fabricius (1805: 42). 

Edwards (1929: 392-393) identified Chironomus (Glyptotendipes) foliicola Kieff. 
from British material. He mentions in this connection: “Our specimens differ from 
Kieffer’s description in the shorter tarsal beard, but this is probably a variable charac¬ 
ter.” 

Goetghebuer (1937-54: 14-16) considered Glyptotendipes foliicola Kieff. as a valid 
species, but according to him the tarsal beard is long. 

Coe (1950:187) mentions that G. foliicola has “front tarsi with short beard”, but Pin- 
der (1978: 122 — 125) avoids this character. According to Pinder, G. foliicola is a dark 
species with appendage 1 not abruptly hooked at the tip. 

In his original description Kieffer (1918: 95) states that the fore tarsus of the male 
G. niveipennis Zett. var. foliicola is bearded. When he (Kieffer 1911: 27 — 28) redes¬ 
cribed a species from Thienemann’s material as Tendipes niveipennis Zett. he gave, 
among other things, the length of the beard quite precise: 

„Metatarse aterieur d’un tiers plus long que le tibia, double du 2° article, tous deux avec des 
poils fragiles et 5 —6 fois aussi longs que l’epaisseur du tarse; 3° article egal au 2°, 4° double 
du 5°,...“ 

Kieffer (1918: 36) reports that the type specimens collected by Dr. Horn are in the 
collection of Deutsches Entomologisches Museum zu Berlin-Dahlem. These collec¬ 
tions were moved after the Second World War. The present addres is: 

Institut f. Pflanzenschutzforschung Kleinmachnow, 

Bereich Eberswalde, 

Schicklerstrafie 5, 1300 Eberswalde-Finow 1, DDR. 
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In this collection there are some pinned male specimens collected by Dr. Siebert 
from Libau (or Liepaja, Latvia). It can be seen that Goetghebuer has examined these 
specimens, because he has put identification labels on the pins. He thought they be¬ 
longed to G. foliicola , but it was a species of Microtendipes with a long tarsal beard. 

There are additional specimens in the same collection identified as G. foliicola from 
Berlin and Potsdam, Germany. They are, indeed, members of Glyptotendipes , all with 
a long tarsal beard, and the proportions of the tarsal segments similar to those given 
for G. gripekoveni Kieff. or G. paripes (Edw.). 

However, so far no specimens of G. foliicola collected by Dr. W. Horn have been 
found. No material for type designations seems to be available. 

Because a long tarsal beard is very distinct, type material of G. foliicola included in 
the Horn collection would have been noticed. 

There are several Glyptotendipes species with short tarsal beard in the European 
fauna. G. foliicola of British authors may be an undescribed species. If good evidences 
are not present, there are, however, no reasons to use the name G. foliicola Kieff., 
which must be considered as a nomen dubium. 
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